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This case study examines how Osavul, an Al-
powered information environment assessment
platform, was applied to uncover foreign
interference in Romania’s 2024 elections. Osavul's
solution was applied by multiple organizations in
Romania and across the EU to conduct risk
intelligence on Romanian elections.
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PARTNER’S FINDINGS

Osavul's technologies identified over 614 interconnected networks
associated with multiple hostile state actors, such as, for example,
Russia, amplifying narratives supporting a specific candidate. Using
its Al capabilities, the platform detected:

3,590

Coordinated Behavior and
Manipulation

Compromised actors
detection

Messages with risk elements across platforms like Telegram,
TikTok, and Facebook starting from May 2024. This dataset
helped to understand the similarities between messages,
find similar patterns and connections between networks.

With the help of our platform, the researchers could identify
dormant accounts (over 800) that spiked their activities
during the elections supporting a specific candidate. Also,
the coordinated behavior was detected during the research
process on such networks as TikTok and Telegram.

Using Osavul, researchers identified 144 actors/networks
specialized in disinformation campaigns and 469 affiliated to
influence operations actors.
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Public Resonance

The preliminary results of partner’s
findings within our system were published
in Romanian media outlets like Context.ro
and led to public discussions regarding
foreign interference and manipulation
during the first tour of the Presidential
elections.
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Also, the European Commission decided to lead
an investigation under the DSA Act to hold the
platform accountable for law infringement
during the electoral process.
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ro Understanding what happened in #Romania after a “black swan” result seemed
to come out of nowhere, with pre-election polls failing to accurately gauge the
elections results.
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Elections in Romania have also been
recognized by the partners and international

"Networks of Influence: Decoding foreign meddling in Romania’s elections
A collaborative investigation into disinformation campaigns and influence

B community as the first case where Foreign

This analysis is the product of a collaborative investigation to substantiate man| pulahon on SOC|a| med|a was not|Ced and
independent research findings, showing how foreign actors actively exploit societal

divisions and systemic vulnerabilities to influence electoral outcomes using the case led to |ega| Consequences_ Osavul prOV|ded a

of recent electoral results in Romania as a key example. . .
technological solution to spot FIMI.
The authors of this report are researchers & data experts.
Andra-Lucia Martinescu and researchers have collected evidence and built an
investigation into Romania’s case, together with Osavul data team & Dmytro
Plieshakov
The investigation is a deep study of election interference in 2024, which brings
insights into how to counter it.

@ Using Osavul, an Al-powered information threat detection software, the report
identifies 614 networks (webpages, websites, social media channels, accounts),
predominantly Russian-affiliated, that amplified the Romanian candidate's profile
and narratives across a vast ecosystem of social media platforms (i.e Telegram,
Facebook, Twitter/X, etc-), spanning multiple continents and languages.


https://context.ro/exclusiv-operatiunea-georgescu-pe-x-telegram-si-facebook-urcat-in-algoritmi-de-conturi-rusesti-cu-sute-de-mii-de-urmaritori-in-promovarea-lui-au-fost-implicate-retele-specializate-in-desta/
https://fpc.org.uk/networks-of-influence-decoding-foreign-meddling-in-romanias-elections-a-collaborative-investigation-into-disinformation-campaigns-and-influence-operation/
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