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OVERVIEW

This case study examines how Osavul, an AI-
powered information environment assessment 
platform, was applied to uncover foreign 
interference in Romania's 2024 elections. Osavul’s 
solution was applied by multiple organizations in 
Romania and across the EU to conduct risk 
intelligence on Romanian elections. 
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PARTNER’S FINDINGS 

Osavul’s technologies identified over 614 interconnected networks 
associated with multiple hostile state actors, such as, for example, 
Russia, amplifying narratives supporting a specific candidate. Using 
its AI capabilities, the platform detected:

3,590 Messages with risk elements across platforms like Telegram, 
TikTok, and Facebook starting from May 2024. This dataset 
helped to understand the similarities between messages, 
find similar patterns and connections between networks.

Coordinated Behavior and 
Manipulation

With the help of our platform, the researchers could identify 
dormant accounts (over 800) that spiked their activities 
during the elections supporting a specific candidate. Also, 
the coordinated behavior was detected during the research 
process on such networks as TikTok and Telegram.

Compromised actors 
detection

Using Osavul, researchers identified 144 actors/networks 
specialized in disinformation campaigns and 469 affiliated to 
influence operations actors. 
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Public Resonance

The preliminary results of partner’s 
findings within our system were published 
in Romanian media outlets like Context.ro 
and led to public discussions regarding 
foreign interference and manipulation 
during the first tour of the Presidential 
elections.


Romanian authorities disclosed data that 
showed external support of the candidate by 
foreign actors. As a result, the Constitutional 
Court of Romania decided to call off the 
elections’ results and restart the process. 



Also, the European Commission decided to lead 
an investigation under the DSA Act to hold the 
platform accountable for law infringement 
during the electoral process. 



One of the studies conducted by our partners 
can be found here



Elections in Romania have also been 
recognized by the partners and international 
community as the first case where Foreign 
manipulation on social media was noticed and 
led to legal consequences. Osavul provided a 
technological solution to spot FIMI. 


https://context.ro/exclusiv-operatiunea-georgescu-pe-x-telegram-si-facebook-urcat-in-algoritmi-de-conturi-rusesti-cu-sute-de-mii-de-urmaritori-in-promovarea-lui-au-fost-implicate-retele-specializate-in-desta/
https://fpc.org.uk/networks-of-influence-decoding-foreign-meddling-in-romanias-elections-a-collaborative-investigation-into-disinformation-campaigns-and-influence-operation/
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